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SLIGO HARBOUR.

The first reference we find to the Harbour of Sligo is in the reign of Henry
gI.. when—"‘It was agreed by James, Count of Ormond, that William De

and his brother should have payment for their services in the
wars out of the customs of the perts g?sligo and Galway. The Sligo

Harbour was always looked upon as being very important, for as early as 1553
Sligo is referred to in a State paper as the best harbour town in all the country.”
It would seem that O’Connor 0 was exercising ownership over the harbour at

this period, for the State gm adds—" And the same O’Connor and certain of
his predecessors keepeth the same by usurpation.” O'Donnell was also in-
terested in it, for we found him making over to Henry VIII. “ the moiety of the
cocket of all ships coming to sniogho to trade, from which I have had cocket; so
that the King’s bailiff or servant, called a marshall, accompanied by my bailiff,
shall in like manner exact the tribute. . . . If a multitude of {en{;uand
other fish, called ‘Carbusle,’ should resort to the country of Lord ODW
or to his sea, one half thereof shall belong to the King, and the other half to
O'Donnell.” At this period, it should be mentioned, Sligo was much mted
by trading and fishing vessels from Spain. In 1606 the fishing was leased by
g to Sir Henry Ffolliott. v

In 1729 an Act of Parliament was passed for improving the channel, an iﬁ' :
1765, a grant being made by Parliament, a pier. 160 feet long, was erected at
mter and, but being neglected a trace of it is hardly visible at the present

= .

The first ?pearance of a quay at Sligo was at the time of the erection of
the Custom House and Stores, when the portion adjoin’ixﬁr was constructed.
Martin’s Quay, which is private property, was erected by Mr. Charles Martin.
The next portion was constructed by Mr. James Cochrane, who charge og%g'

but he afterwards disposed of the property to the Harbour X
Next was erected the Ballast Quay, which takes its name from the old ballas
bank, and which now extends to about a length of 2,000 feet. Lower down is the
New Quay, which can accommodate vessels with a cargo of 5000 or 6,000 tons.

From 1804 until the middle of the century there was considerabl ation
to America from this port. In 1825 Mr. Patrick O’Connor fitted t, on her
return voyage, a vessel called the “ Belsay Castle,” which came from America
with flax seed, for emigrants, who were landed at Newfoundland. Among those
‘who sailed in the * Belsay Castle” were 70 passengers sent out by the famous
Thady Connellan, the money having been collected by him for the ose in
England. Connellan, owing to the number he was sending, got s terms at
30s. a head, although to others the cost was £2. Emigrants in these times had
to supply themselves during the voyage with provisions, which usually consisted
of a bag of potatoes and some salt herrngs for each passenger. In 1830 Mr.
O'Connor sent out a vessel of his own, the ‘‘ Argo,” which carried out 156
passengers, though her tonnage did not exceed 164 tons, Mr. Peter O'Connor
l:lakl':g the voyage on the occasion to see that the emigrants were properly

On the abolition of the Corn Laws, in 1846, vessels came more frequently
to the port, and on their return voyage brought out passengers.

After the passing of the Borough Improvement Act of 69 a new hodgoof
Commissioners was created. The number of members now composing the “2{
is 19—eight selected by traders paying harbour dues to the amount of £5,
trader having an extra vote for every additional £10, the maximum being six
votes; eight selected by householders rated at £12; two nominated by the Cor-
poration, the Mayor being an ex-officio membee during his year of office. The
©Commissioners, as pointed out elsewhere, were, before ‘Act of '69, elected for
life, but now the term of office is limited to four years. j

In 1877 the “ Sligo Harbour Act,” promoted by the Commissioners, was passed,
and its provisionsg;ermit.tad the Commissioners to borrow, for the purposes of im-
provement to the extent of £56,000. By the deepening of the channel and the
eonstruction of the deep-water berths, for which loans to amount were procured,
vessels drawing up to 18 feet can be accommodated at low water; while large
gteamers, drawing as much as 21 feet, and carrying from 5,000 to 6,000 tons, can
now come up the channel in safety. Vessels of larger draught may be moored
at Rosses Point, by means of the mooring buoys which the Commissioners have
provided there, until lightened of portion of their cargoes, when they can come
up and discharge the remainder at the guays.
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At length the people were- awakend to-a sense of the of using such
unh supplies, and powers were got from Parliament rough the Sligo
Borough Improvement, Act of '69 to borrow £25,000 to construct regular water- :
works. Then another controversy arose. Some were. for taking the supply from

h, while others were for taking it from the lake by means of a wind-
mill and reservoir on Cairns Hill. At any rate, the schemae remained in abey-

ance until the statutory term had expired, and then it became necessary to

I[z;\,lm)l:,v to Parliament for g short Bill to revise the powers previously conferred.

1881 tenders were taken for the contract, the sums being £14,000 for the con-
struction of the reservoirs, &e., and £4,000 for the giping. The designing and
i were conducted by Mr. Hassard, of London, the contractors being
Messrs. Sweeney & M‘Larnon, Mr. Creary, C.E., acting as clerk of works. The
works were brought to completion in 1884, during the Mayoralty of Mp- Collery.
€ reservoir is capable of containi!tlg 50,000,000 gallons of water, and it is
: e Kilsellagh source is sufficient for the
meeds of a population twice as large as that of Sligo.

. The first water rate of 1s, In the £ was struck in 1882, but it was afterwards
increased to 2s. A few years ago it was reduced to 1s, 9d., but in a short time

it was advanced to the 2s rate, at which it stands at present.

- with e Y. and 8t. John's. e Corporation accordin 1y
allocated a portion of . The Commons,” giving in 1848, with the t
ords oners of the Treasury, a trust deed of the place :
!n Committee, This Committee consisted of the clergy of all denominations in the
- yown, amd some of the pnncigal laymen. Up to 1885 the Cemete

<t ttee, but then the man ement was transferred to the tion,
ho, as Urban Sanitary Autho o ; . ornoration

10 , uthoritv under the provisio s of th bli 1t
‘ Act of 1878, undertook the chg S dxﬂ’n 2 iy atte Tealih

10ns , ; » Lhe western side bein used f
~ Protes anthaasn%ee tl}lle reeasbtam'for Oactlhglic Mixx-lte(}m‘l crrilst: é&ﬁ egfiellent hmgzﬁp of tlcz)g
~ Cemetery ce! y:-,pregm, v o » CE., 0, which may he
.'4:«:/‘,;5,15‘, dnsu!ted at any time in the Town Clerk’s Ot * %
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' GREVATT & TAYLOR

| Cabinet Makers, Upholsters, and General House
Furnishers,

Manufacturers of

Sound, Reliable and
Artistic

For the
. Hall, Dining
Rob'm, Drawing Room & Bedroom,

——T

i, Good Designs, Sound Workmauship,
Feéébﬁéd-f Timber, Superior Finish, Moderate Prices.

——— b —— o —

| UND=RTAKERS, SLIGO.

Telegrams * Grevatt, Sligo
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- PLACES OF WORSHIP.

-—

BN A : SLIGO CATHEDRAL.
The Diocese of Elghin, of which Sligo is the Cathedral Parich, has been formed

by the amalgamation of the three ola dioceses of aracarn. Lrumchffe, and Ros-
common, the first prelate of the new Eniscopal #Ses being, it is believed, St.

Asicus, who was consecrated bisnop by St. Patrick. The testival of St. Asicu&%:

celebrated on the 27th April, but the year of his ceath is not known.
incuﬁllle)ency is stated to be about 450.

Gillooley—the most distinguished prelate who has ruled the See since Asicus -

dy

Cathedral, which owes its erection to the zeal and energv of th la Jﬂr i

stands on a rising ground thwards the south-western porticn of the town, and

the style of the architecture has been aescribed as * a kind of Rcmanesque com-
bination of the Norman and Byzantine.” The builling has a seating accommo-
dation for over 4000 yeople seats being provide’ in the nave, aisles, transept,
and galleries, to use the architectural terms, triforna. The sacred edifice was

h_great splendour aad solemnity on the .6th July, 1875, by the late

fost. Rev. Dr. Clancy. D.D.
men— Y Rev. Canon Harte (Administratcr), Rev. Dr. Hurlev. Rev.
. Martin, Rev. J. J. Hynes, Rev. P. J. Flvnn, Rev. D. J O'Doherty,
Rev. J. Connington. :

i ST. JOHN'S CHURCH.
Next. to the Abbey in point of antiquarian interest comes St. John’s Church.
It has been generally considered that this structure of St. John's was erected
between the middle of the 13th century and the vear 1315, whilst the Anglo-
Normans were in power in Sligo. St. John the Bantist appears to have been a
-\fa.voum,e with them, as very m.ny of their church»s were named after him;

<
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