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Ctne Uity. ool lasb night, the other a few daye ago. 1
) et again lupress on all "wguﬂ"i}%' ndente the grave imnertence
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. moment an unannounced meeting ie discovered a wesssge must be

sent by the guickest yhwest methed svailstle teo the nearesi

Divielonal Headguerters snd Lo the u. vivision, Dublin usetle,
the police on the spotl sust setb {irsly end prawplly, aoe the ;'
sountese never ressine al o weeting for wore toan n few minutes ‘]

and aay possibly be heavily veiled snd, thereiore, dillicult
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‘uperinkendonts will have, al least, Lhree cyclisis

on duty in their Livisions en the look out for suddenly convened | Th
e

weeting e and the presence of thw (duntees or olher suspechs, Slgnatorles Of the PrOC1amat10n Of
hey will wport at once to their Uivisional iendquarters snd the | INdependence met and agreed to start the rising

A e . on Easter Monday, April 24™ 1916. The

3 w&-?&wﬁﬁ . countermanding of the manoeuvres had the effect

: e e . of radically reducing the manpower that assembled

S Mlitzzzr_y 1920 - on Easter Monday. That morning Constance

ok Folise uifios, . Markievicz went with James Connolly and the

T Heonat Busenteetmounigoy | Citizen Army (of whom 220 fought in Easter Week

| AL Gelet famm® 1 out of a membership estimated to be 300). They
Boisteeyeer olid AHPL b o . :

_ o /Q/fWWZ‘J M/ | marched to Dublin Castle where they occupied

7 > : ~ City Hall at the entrance to the Castle. Constance

pai o R ad T iy ' then went to St. Stephen’s Green where Michael

Arrest warrant for Constance Markievicz Mallin had already assembled his forces mainly
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4 % composed of members of the Citizen Army with

some members of Cumann na mBan to occupy the Green. On Easter Monday afternoon
Geraldine Fitzgerald, district nurse, described the shooting of unarmed Constable Michael
Lahiff coming down the path from Harcourt Street “... he had only gone a short way when we heard
a shot and then saw him fall forward on his face. The Countess (Constance) ran triumphantly into the
Green saying “I got him””. Constable Lahiff later died from the wound. Barricades were put up
around the green to stop traffic.

On Tuesday one hundred soldiers with a machine gun occupied the Shelbourne Hotel
overlooking St. Stephen’s Green and the rebels under continuous fire were forced to retreat to
the College of Surgeons. There they barricaded the windows and manned the roof. On
Wednesday Martial law was declared. All over the city rebel forces now began to be pinned
down and the supply of food and communications began to break down. On Thursday the
occupants of the College of Surgeons discovered the college arsenal and the sixty four rifles
were pressed into service. However artillery and the gunboat “Helga” now began to bombard
rebel held positions and on Friday negotiations began for the surrender. On Sunday morning
the surrender, signed by Padraig
Pearse and James Connolly was
brouaht  to the  College * of
Surgeons. The occupants of the
College of Surgeons had little
hope and felt that imprisonment
or death was before them.
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Constance was sentenced to
death but was reprieved ‘solely and
only on account of her sex’. Among
the many executed after summary
court martial were ‘two Fianna
boys” Con Colbert and Sean
Heuston on May 8*. On May 12" it
was the turn of James Connolly,
wounded and unable to stand, he
was tied to a chair and shot. With
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