Collaborative Commission Opportunity - Call for Proposals
As part of Sligo's Culture and Creativity Strategy 2018 - 2022, Sligo County Council, in
partnership with Creative Ireland, will curate and host an international conference on the role
of culture in the regeneration of small cities in March 2021.
Re-imagining Our Town : RIOT : SLIGO, the virtual conference, will present curated
conversations between change-makers from places transformed through collaborations
between artists, communities, businesses and innovators from the arts, culture and creative
industries, touching many strata of society and economies. The conference aims to present a
wide understanding of culture that will inspire a working strategy to re-imagine Sligo and other
towns and small cities.
In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic many questions will be raised about how our economy
and society is organised and functions at present and in the future. The conference presents
an opportunity to engage with these questions in the Sligo context.
RIOT : SLIGO will provide an opportunity to rethink the city and consider its future. This future
will be shaped by our creativity, our imagination, our innovations, our heritage, our ability to
work together - our culture. The event will present working challenges to leading thinkers and
creatives from culture, community and business backgrounds drawn from Sligo, Ireland and
International sources.
As part of this event the Culture Team of Sligo County Council wish to commission a work that
will explore and address the issues, themes and possibilities raised by RIOT: SLIGO. In the spirit
of Creative Ireland, the commission is open to individuals and groups or companies working
collaboratively across the arts, culture and creative industries, and to collaborations between
people working across sectors or disciplines representing the broad spectrum of culture and the
creative industries. The commission is confined to individuals, groups or companies living,
working or trading in County Sligo.
The commission will be a significant feature of the conference and ideally will have a life
beyond the conference. The commission should capture the imagination of the public. The
creators/collaborators should consider ways of encouraging a national conversation about ReImagining Our Town activated through the commissioned work.
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The commission can be related to a site or multiple sites in Sligo town or be non-site related. It
may be a work created for online engagement only, but it must be easily accessible to
conference delegates and the public. The commissioners are open to all forms of presentation,
exhibition or performance.

Deadline
The completed work must be delivered by Friday 12 March 2021. The completed work will be
launched/revealed/exhibited/performed during the conference 23-24 March 2021.

The commission budget is €15,000 and is inclusive of fees, VAT and all associated costs.
The budget will be allocated on a phased basis over 2020 and 2021.
How to apply - please send us
1. A 2-page proposal describing





the concept
the production process
the timeline
the presentation of the final outcome

2. In your proposal, include a description of the collaborators, their practices and why you
want to collaborate. Who will take the lead on the project?
3. Tell us about your track record in delivering relevant creative projects or commissions.
4. Send us a maximum of 6 images, recordings, video or relevant work in other media that
you have produced by web links or e-file.
5. Your CVs
All documents must be submitted via email to CIcommission@sligococo.ie Hardcopy
submissions will not be accepted. Please ensure large files (over 1MB) are submitted via
wetransfer (wetransfer.com). Images should be no smaller than 150 dpi and not exceed 300
dpi.
Deadline: 4pm Monday 14th December 2020
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/…
Assessment
Proposals will be assessed by the Sligo County Council Culture Team and external advisors on
the following criteria:
o Originality of the concept and proposed outcome
o How it addresses RIOT SLIGO imaginatively and engagingly
o The quality and nature of the collaboration. How will the collaborators work
together? What is their experience collectively and separately?
o The feasibility of delivering the proposal in relation to the budget and deadline
Enquiries can be directed to
Mary McDonagh, Public Art Officer, Sligo County Council, CIcommission@sligococo.ie
Please include a phone number in your email enquiry
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