
Effective book club questions examples 
Effective book club questions explore character motivations, emotional impact, plot twists, 
and personal connections to the story. Key questions include: Did the characters feel real? 
Was the ending satisfying? Did this book change your perspective? Top picks include 
discussing favorite scenes, rating the book, and reimagining the ending.  

Here is a organized list of example questions for a book club: 

General & Overall Impressions 

• What was your overall impression of the book? 

• Did you like or dislike the characters and why? 

• What was the most challenging or difficult part of the book for you to read? 

• Will you remember this book a year from now? 

• What was your favorite scene in the book, and why? 

• What would you ask the author if they were here?  

Plot & Character Discussion 

• Which character's actions or decisions had the biggest impact on the plot? 

• Did you find the beginning hooked you right away, or did it take time? 

• Did the story provide any insights into experiences outside your own? 

• Were there any plot twists? Did you see them coming? 

• What might have happened to the characters after the book ended? 

• If you could rewrite the ending, what would you change?  

Themes & Structure 

• What social, political, or ethical themes did you notice? 

• How does the setting influence the characters and plot? 

• Was the book structured effectively (e.g., flashbacks, multiple voices)? 

• What does this book say about the world today?  

Fun & Interactive Questions 

• If you were to cast a movie adaptation, who would you pick? 

• What drink or food would go with the mood of this book? 

• Which character would be the worst roommate? 

• What is your "hot take" on this book?  



For Non-Fiction 

• What was the intent or objective of this book? Did it entertain or inform? 

• Before reading this, what did you know about the subject? 

• Did the book address an issue, and were all sides covered fairly? 

• What was the most surprising fact you learned? 

Book Club Questions 

General Questions 
 
1. What did you like best about this book? 
2. What did you like least about this book? 
3. What other books did this remind you of? 
4. Which characters in the book did you like best? 
5. Which characters did you like least? 
6. If you were making a movie of this book, who would you cast? 
7. Share a favourite quote from the book. Why did this quote stand out? 
8. What other books by this author have you read? How did they compare to this 

book? 
9. Would you read another book by this author? Why or why not? 
10. What feelings did this book evoke for you? 
11. What did you think of the book’s length? If it’s too long, what would you cut? If 

too short, what would you add? 
12. What songs does this book make you think of? Create a book group playlist 

together! 
13. If you got a chance to ask the author of this book one question, what would it 

be? 
14. Which character in the book would you most like to meet? 
15. Which places in the book would you most like to visit? 
16. What do you think of the book’s title? How does it relate to the book’s contents? 

What other title might you choose? 
17. What do you think of the book’s cover? How well does it convey what the book is 

about? If the book has been published with different covers, which one do you 
like best? 

18. What do you think the author’s purpose was in writing this book? What ideas 
was he or she trying to get across? 

19. How original and unique was this book? 
20. If you could hear this same story from another person’s point of view, who would 

you choose? 
21. What artist would you choose to illustrate this book? What kind of illustrations 

would you include? 



 

FOR FICTION 

22. Did this book seem realistic? 
23. How well do you think the author built the world in the book? 
24. 24. Did the characters seem believable to you? Did they remind you of anyone? 
25. Did the book’s pace seem too fast/too slow/just right? 
26. If you were to write fanfic about this book, what kind of story would you want to 

tell? 

FOR NONFICTION 

27. What did you already know about this book’s subject before you read this book? 
28. What new things did you learn? 
29. What questions do you still have? 
30. What else have you read on this topic, and would you recommend these books 

to others? 
31. What do you think about the author’s research? Was it easy to see where the 

author got his or her information? Were the sources credible? 

FOR MEMOIR 

32. What aspects of the author’s story could you most relate to? 
33. How honest do you think the author was being? 
34. What gaps do you wish the author had filled in? Were there points where you 

thought he shared too much? 
35. Think about the other people in the book besides the author. How would you feel 

to have been depicted in this way? 
36. Why do you think the author chose to tell this story? 

 

FOR SHORT STORIES/ESSAYS 

37. Which short story/essay did you like best? 
38. Which short story/essay did you like least? 
39. What similarities do these stories share? How do they tie together? 
40. Do you think any of the stories could be expanded into a full-length book? 

 

 


